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THE COMPANY WOULD LIKE TO THANK

Thanks to June and staff at Lodging House Mission,
Kelly and Lachlan, all at the Garage, Faye at Glasgow
life for supporting engagement, Matt Addicott at
Platform for aiding the participation of the young
company, and Lucy of Overdrive for her support and
coordination throughout.

ABOUT NATIONAL THEATRE OF SCOTLAND

National Theatre of Scotland is a Theatre Without
Walls. We don’t have our own venue, instead, we’re
able to bring theatre to you wherever you are. From

the biggest stages to the smallest community halls,

we showcase Scottish culture at home and around the
world. We have performed in airports and tower blocks,
submarines and swimming pools, telling stories in
ways you have never seen before. We want to bring the
joy of theatre to everyone.

Since we were founded in 2006, we have produced
hundreds of shows and toured all over the world. We
strive to amplify the voices that need to be heard,
tell the stories that need to be told and take work to
wherever audiences are to be found.

To find out about the full team at National Theatre of
Scotland please visit: nationaltheatrescotland.com/
about/our-people or follow us on

XofQdW

If you would like to give us feedback on the show, please
email us at: feedback@nationaltheatrescotland.com

Presented by National Theatre of Scotland and Sauchiehall Street:
Culture and Heritage District in association with The Garage

This co-commission is part of the exploration phase programme
for Sauchiehall Street, funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund
Heritage Places, and in partnership with Glasgow City Council.
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SUPPORT NATIONAL THEATRE OF SCOTLAND

We believe theatre has a special kind of magic - the power
to spark joy, stir emotions, and bring people together.

Our mission is to open up that experience to as
many people as possible, whether as audiences or
theatre-makers.

As Scotland’s national company, and the sector’s
biggest employer, we champion the brilliant artists,
crews, companies and venues that make our theatre
scene world-class.

We’re a charity, supported by the Scottish Government
- but we couldn’t do what we do without the generosity
of our donors and partners.

You can help, from just £30 a year.
Find out more:

Visit: nationaltheatrescotland.com/support
Contact: development@nationaltheatrescotland.com

CARING SCOTLAND

Caring Scotland is a listening project that will
document the lives and experiences of care
experienced people in Scotland.

We want to hear from anyone who currently is or has
been in care, up until they were aged 18 (or in some
instances aged 21). We are inviting everyone from the
care experienced community to connect with us and to
tell their story - all ages, backgrounds and experiences.

Working with a group of artists with a focus on
listening, we’ll record these stories, and this collection
will be stored forever at the National Library of Scotland
as well as featuring on the National Theatre of Scotland
website for everyone to connect with and listen to.

Here’s how to get in touch:

Register your interest in contributing a story by filling in
your contact details at

nationaltheatrescotland.com/caring-scotland

Or email caring.scotland@nationaltheatrescotland.com

The project will be delivered by NTS in partnership with Who Cares?
Scotland and the National Library of Scotland, funded with an award
from The National Lottery Heritage Fund.
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EOIN MCKENZIE | DIRECTOR & LEAD ARTIST

The Neighbourhood Variety Show: Sauchiehall Street
has been a total joy to make. It’s been a great privilege
to be able to spend months in the lead up to putting it
all together going around the city and connecting with
all the people involved in the show. Across the process,
I’ve been constantly moved by people’s dedication,
passion, and connection to the cultural centres that
are so key to making Glasgow feel the way it does. |
think back to a conversation at our first site visit to The
Garage with the general manager, Kelly, who spoke so
passionately about the value of these spaces — that
they should be welcoming, accessible, and for anyone;
that, in more ways than one, these are civic spaces for
the people of the city!

In this show, I've tried to work with the performers in

a way that builds from their own lives and interests.

It’s been a process of co-creation in the truest sense —
which is truly my favourite way to work. Over the week
we spent together, our rehearsals have been full of
laughter, countless discussions about the ways in which
culture enriches our lives and attempts at crafting short
acts that entertain and celebrate Glasgow’s people and
cultural history. One of the performers said something
towards the end of our rehearsals that’s really stuck
with me: “It’s about being part of something in the same
room with other people experiencing the same thing;
that connection is so precious now”. I’'ve been holding
onto this since because | think it really encapsulates
what it’s all about — going out clubbing, a night at the
theatre, dancing around to your favourite band. It’s all
about connection on the most human level.

I’d like to say that it’s also the spirit of The
Neighbourhood Variety Show - finding a way for lots

of folk who might not otherwise cross paths to come
together and share a moment, together. If we can make
it entertaining or moving beyond that, then that’s great,
but really, it’s just an excuse for us all to connect with
each other and reconnect with the civic spirit that this
city has always had. At a moment where Glasgow is
re-imagining what Sauchiehall Street can be moving
forward, | hope that this work comes as a joyous
reminder of what our participation in culture means.
That people make the scene, that our participation is a
form of community building, and that our city is for us!

PERFORMERS

Darren Brownlie, MC/Compere
Darren is a Scottish actor currently
appearing a series regular on BBC 1
Scotlands, River City.

Darren has been working across Theatre,
Including Glasgow's Tron Theatre, The Citizens
Theatre, Oran Mér and National Theatre of Scotland,
Film and Television since graduating from the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland in 2008. Darren is also a
trained Dancer. He danced for 2 years with Dance
Theatre Company, Company Chordelia in their
productions of Dance Derby and Nijinsky’s Last Jump.

Darren is a regular at The Kings Theatre in Glasgow, in
their annual Pantomime for Xroads Productions.

Darren is also a choreographer and Movement
Director, with his work touring to Singapore, Denmark,
Paris and New York.

Overdrive Dance Company,

« Dance Group

Overdrive Dance Company is an

i encouraging and inclusive space
welcoming male-identifying dancers

from all backgrounds and abilities. Challenging the

stigma of boys dancing, Overdrive is a safe space

to express yourself and work with a community of

like-minded dancers. Overdrive Dance Company was

established in 2015, born from the success of Matthew

Bourne’s Lord of the Flies. Since then, we have been

on a journey to build a community of male-identifying

young dancers in Scotland. Overdrive believes in

removing barriers to participating in the arts. For young

people dancing with Overdrive, it is free of charge, and

other support is available to remove financial barriers.

! Monday Night Drama,
Drama Group
s Monday Night Drama is a group of

| like-minded teenagers who meet every

Monday (who would have guessed it!)

at Platform in Easterhouse. Each year they work with
artists to create humorous, surreal, and contemporary
performances. For the past wee while, the group have
been exploring the internet phenomenon of ‘brainrot’,
with a specific interest in Italian Brainrot. They also
like to play games and do improvisation, especially
if they can make each other laugh. They’'re really
delighted to be reimagining the urban myth around
The Stone of Destiny!

Jess Fitzgerald, Ex Variety Show Dance
Leaving school at 15, Jess trained at

the Lilian McNeill School of Dance and,
much later, earned a Diploma in Physical
Theatre Practice from Fife College at
Summerhall, Edinburgh. Her professional
stage work began in 1958 with pantomime and variety
shows, performing as a dancer in The Andy Stewart
Show, Alec Finlay Show, Lex McLean’s Showtime, and
touring across Glasgow, Dundee, Aberdeen, Inverness
and Newcastle - and more! In later life, she performed
in amateur theatre and was on the production teams
for three companies, one for over two decades. She
now performs with Tricky Hat Productions’ FLAMES,
an ensemble of older artists creating original work.

In June, she will reunite and perform with them at

the CCA in a cross-cultural performance celebrating
creativity later in life. Jess is excited to be sharing her
stories of Glasgow’s variety shows of the past, and to
be bringing it to the stage once again!

Laurie Talbot-Heigh, Music

Hailing from the Highlands, Laurie is a

L rising country singer-songwriter bringing

| heartfelt storytelling and raw talent to

¢ every performance. Known for blending
=a¥% his original country music with beloved

pub classms during lively busking sets, Laurie has built

a grassroots following through his authentic sound and

captivating live shows. Whether he’s performing on the

street or preparing for his upcoming debut releases,

Laurie’s music reflects a deep connection to his roots,

his audience, and the stories that shape us all.

Tim Kelly, Mona Mae

Mona Mae is an ageing southern belle
2 who grew up in the backwoods of the
bible belt. She escaped the sectarian
Southern States and now makes her
home in Glasgow. She’s performed
numerous times on both sides of the Atlantic and
several times in the Atlantic (Fire Island and Las
Palmas). Mona Mae is part church lady, part tennis
grandma, part showgirl, part Scarlett O’'Hara. A career
highlight was the staging of her show at the Fringe:
Sanctified Trash: The Life and Times of Mona Mae.

Stuart Mitchell, Karen Tyne

3rd Daughter to Maggie and Jimmy
Tyne of the Gorbals , Karyn is a talented
vocalist with a no octave range and a
fail in Music and Drama O level. Karyn
received many accolades in her career
W|th such reviews as “WTF?” Daily Record , “Can |
have my money back?” The Scotsman and “Sweet
Mothering Hell!” The Herald.

Karyn has performed in many venues such as the High
Court, Bell Street Police Station and the old Anderston
Bus Station.

" Lodging House Mission, Choir

. The Mission Voices Choir was formed in
2011 for service users at the homeless
centre The Lodging House Mission in
Glasgow, providing fun weekly singing
sessions and performance opportunities mainly in and
around Glasgow.

From pop to gospel to country the group enjoy singing
in a wide variety of musical styles & genres and

have built up a strong repertoire of songs, many of
these requested by the group members themselves.
The choir have sang on a couple of occasions in
Glasgow City Chambers and perform annually at The
International Eradication Of Poverty event at George
Square in Glasgow. In recent years the choir have
entertained at numerous community events, homeless
conferences and care settings as well as many in-
house events and services at LHM itself.

¥ Phil Eaglesham and Fiona Shepherd,
¥ Glasgow Music Tours - The Music Mile

Tours explore the city’s most notable
venues, and bring alive the stories of the
legendary performers who have stayed, played, and
made music in the UK’s first UNESCO City of Music.
Glasgow’s diverse venues have always played a vital
part in fuelling the city’s creative sonic boom. Our
guided walking tours map out the musical landmarks
from long gone, much missed icons like the Apollo

to the hip hangouts of the current music community.
Fiona and Phil are enthusiastic music fans, performers
and writers who are immersed in Glasgow’s cultural
life. They have literally been there, done that, and
blagged the tour T-shirt. Friendly, knowledgeable, and
proud of Glasgow, they will help you plug into the city’s
flourishing music scene.

TEAM
Ross Brown MD for LHM Choir
Christina Chappell Technical Manager

Laura Johnstone
Eoin McKenzie

FOH Manager
Director & Lead Artist

Rachel O’Neill Scenographer & Designer
Isabel Sharmen Freelance Producer
Rebecca Tait Usher

Natalie Welch CSM

COMPANY

MC/Compere
Glasgow Music City Tours
Ex Variety Show Dancer

Darren Brownlie
Phil Eaglesham
Jess Fitzgerald

Laurie Talbot-Heigh Busker

Tim Kelly Mona Mae

Stuart Mitchell Karyn Tyne

Fiona Shepherd Glasgow Music City Tours
Neil Sturgeon LHM Choir

Lucy Wild Overdrive Dance Company
PLATFORM YOUNG COMPANY
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Felix Toner
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OVERDRIVE DANCE COMPANY

Leo Sippe Convey
Nathan Ferguson
Dylan Lombard
Andrew Roberston



